
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
2/28 -Financial Aid Application 
Deadline 
 
2/28- New Mask Optional Policy 
begins 
 
3/2 – School Mass/Ash 
Wednesday 

 February 18, 2022 

EVENTS + REMINDERS 

By: Principal Lee Ann Nunes 
 

 

Last Call for Financial Aid 
Applications are being accepted for financial aid 
for the 2022-2023 school year. Apply 
at https://factsmgt.com.Applications need to be in 
by the end of February to be considered. 
 
Re-Enrollment 
Re-enrollment for the 2022-2023 school year is 
now taking place. Reserve your child’s spot in 
FACTS, in your family portal under apply/enroll.  
 
Mask Policy: 
Mask wearing will be optional when we return to 
school from winter break. Please continue to 
monitor for symptoms of Covid -19. If your 
child develops symptoms, keep them home and 
have them tested. 
 
 

 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 
SMS FUNDRAISING GALA 
 

MAY 13TH 2022 
 

Wannamoisett Country 
Club 

 
 

https://factsmgt.com/


 

 
  

 
 
 
Fundraising Update:  Rob Mammone (Grade 2 Dad) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Our school mass for March will be on March 2 at 9:00. This marks the 
beginning of Lent. All Christian students may receive ashes. If you do not 
want your child to receive ashes, please let me know before March 2nd. 
 
 
 
 

 

We are moving full speed ahead with planning for our 2nd annual Gala on May 
13th, 2022 .  A couple of years ago we were able to raise enough funds to build 
our playground through all the efforts of that committee and the entire St 
Margaret’s community.  We are working diligently to raise funds for more 
renovations to our facilities through the generosity or many of our local 
businesses, vendors and our community.   Please be on the lookout for 
upcoming information regarding the 2022 Gala from our committee and your 
room parents. 
  
  



 

                                                   Ms. Mazzotta-Age 8

Each month the newsletter will feature a different SMS staff member. This month, 

meeting Ms. Alexia Mazzotta, 2nd grade teacher. Read on to learn more about Ms. 

Mazzotta! 

Interview by: Chase Mammone (Grade 2)   

Where are you from? I am from Middletown, Connecticut 
What Degrees do you have and where did you go to school? I have a Bachelor’s Degree from Salve 
Regina with a degree in Elementary and Special Education and I have a Master’s Degree from Ashford 
University in Special Education. 
Why did you want to be a teacher? I loved school when I was little and I because I loved school so much I 
wanted to make sure kids loved school like I loved school.  
What is the best part of teaching? What is the hardest?  The best part is getting to spend time with my 
students all day, getting to know everyone.  The hardest part is there doesn’t seem to be enough time.  There 
is always so much I want to do but not enough time to do it. 
What is your favorite part about Second Grade?  I love what we learn in Second grade. 

What would you be if you weren’t a teacher?  I would definitely want to do something with kids, maybe work 

at a Daycare. 

What is your favorite Book? (Chase jumped in and guessed Matilda and she confirmed). 

What is your favorite Food and Restaurant? Pasta is my favorite food and there is a restaurant in 

Providence called Zooma that I love. 

What hobbies do you have?  I like to read and write. 

What is your favorite place you have traveled and why?  Italy because it is so beautiful and I got to see my 

family while I was there. 

What is one fun fact about you? I have never had a pet before 

What is your favorite Childhood Memory?  My favorite Childhood memory is spending time at my 

grandparent’s house. 

What advice do you give your students to be successful? To believe in yourself and never stop trying. 

Are you interested in interviewing your classroom teacher or favorite SMS staffer?  Please 

contact Megan Haggarty at megans80@hotmail.com to sign up!  
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Meet the Bickham Family, the St. Margaret’s Family behind 
JunieChips, all natural dog treats: 

 
Mom, Jasmyn Bickam, Dad, Douglas Bickman, Sr., and their 4 
children: Iveah Bickham (SMS graduate 2019), Douglas Bickham 
Jr (SMS graduate 2020), Anisti Bickham (6th grade), Diya Bickam 
(pre-K), and of course Junie the dog! 
  

JunieChips is a family-owned and operated business 
that is dedicated in providing all natural and organic dog 
treats. 
 
The inspiration behind JunieChips started in 2016 when 
Junie, who was 6 months at the time, refused to eat 
different selections of dog treats that were on the 
market. Because of this, we began to conduct our own 

research of the ingredients being used within various dog treat products. 
 
As a result of our research, we were able to craft a dog treat for Junie with simple, 
natural and organic ingredients, which Junie still enjoys eating today.  In 2020 our 
family decided to provide this product to dog owners interested in providing their loved 
one’s with specialized dog treats. 
 
Our mission at JunieChips is to provide natural and organic ingredient dog treats, 
baked fresh on demand. All of our orders are hand crafted and stamped with bake 
dates to ensure freshness. 
 
We pride ourselves with being “Your dogs’ personal baker”!!! 
Visit our website today to place an order www.juniechips.com  
Phone: 401-415-5008 
Email: chipsfordogs@juniechips.com  
 

 

 

http://www.juniechips.com/
mailto:chipsfordogs@juniechips.com


 

 

   

By Ms. Karin Hajj (Grade 7 & 8 Math and Science) 

rade 8 students began preparing for the science fair in October 2021, beginning with submission of 

a proposal to Ms. Karin Hajj, Grade 7 and 8 Math and Science teacher. Students were encouraged 

to be creative.  Some students who are involved in sports, chose sport related projects.  Students 

were required to perform a working experiment and collect data.  In addition to a lab report, each student 

authored a 2-page research summary of the science behind their topic, and a complementary poster 

board.  Some project topics included: “’Does organic sunscreen make a difference?”, “Lacrosse sticks men 

vs women,” “water filtration,” and “Does candle color affect burn rate?”  All the winners will represent SMS 

at the state science fair on March 12, 2022.  Our students were judged by high school juniors and seniors 

from Times 2 STEAM Academy.  Their teacher, Dr. Mark Fontaine, who services as the Director of the RI 

State Science Fair, accompanied them to our school on 2/3/22.  Ms. Hajj has served as his assistant for 

over 10 years.   

 

Winners: 

First Place ~ Grace O'Neil 

Second Place ~ Easton Theberge 

Third Place ~ Hanley Correia 

Honorable Mention ~ Sofiana Azzouz and Samuel Shaghalian 
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What is Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)? 
 

This month’s parents corner focuses on the characteristics typical of 

children with ADHD.  Pediatric clinical neuropsychologist, and 

friend of Saint Margaret’s School, Dr. Jessica Benetti-McQuoid, 

provides an overview of ADHD and appropriate steps to help your 

child who may be experiencing attentional or behavior difficulties.  
 

 

Prepared by: Jessica Benetti-McQuoid, Ph.D. http 

Website: https://drmoldover.com/  

Email: jmcquoid@drmoldover.com  

 

 

ADHD is one of the most common neurodevelopmental disorders of childhood, affecting @10% of school-aged 

children (about 129 million children worldwide). Although most often diagnosed in childhood, symptoms persist 
into adulthood for more than three-quarters of individuals. While most children may express symptoms associated 

with ADHD at times, those with a true diagnosis experience symptoms to a level of severity and pervasiveness 

that interfere with their daily functioning across settings, impacting family harmony, social effectiveness, and 

academic performance.  

 

There are three subtypes of ADHD, depending upon the prominent symptoms experienced by the child.  

● Primarily Inattentive Presentation would apply to a child who presents with challenges related to focus 

and attention, distractibility, inability to follow multi-step directions, disorganization, and trouble with 

task management.  

● Primarily Hyperactive/Impulsive Presentation would describe a child who is fidgety, highly active, does 

not consider the consequences of their actions, talks excessively and often interrupts or interferes with 

others’ activities.  

● Combined Presentation is used when the child presents with sufficient symptoms of both the Inattentive 

type and the Hyperactive/Impulsive type.  

 

It is important to note that the symptoms associated with ADHD can also be experienced by children with other 

diagnostic presentations, including those with medical conditions, language and learning disabilities as well as 

emotional and social disorders. Thus, it is important to take a comprehensive view of the whole child when 

questioning a diagnosis of ADHD.  

 

While the exact causes of ADHD are unknown, numerous studies have indicated that ADHD is strongly 

hereditary. Environmental factors may also increase the likelihood of developing ADHD, including premature 

birth or low birth weight, brain injury, or exposure to lead or pesticides in early childhood. Research does not 

support that ADHD is caused by sugar, television, parenting, or social and environmental factors such as poverty 

or family chaos, although these factors may make symptoms worse.    
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The best course of treatment for ADHD is a comprehensive, multimodal approach including behavioral, medical, 

and educational interventions. Behavior therapy, including family education and parent-training as well as 

individual therapy focused on self-regulation and social skills development is highly beneficial. Medical 

intervention often takes the form of stimulant medications. Educationally, children with ADHD can benefit from  

 

classroom modifications, accommodations and direct services to ensure their academic and social success. 

Additionally, maintaining healthy lifestyle habits is important for managing symptoms of ADHD. Notably, eating 

a well-balanced diet, getting an abundance of exercise and maintaining a regular sleep schedule are all highly 

beneficial in regulating attention and arousal levels. Some research studies indicate that mindfulness, yoga, and 

meditation can improve symptoms as well. With the right support and interventions, children with ADHD can be 

very successful.  

 

If you suspect your child might have ADHD, consult your child’s pediatrician, a developmental pediatrician or a 

pediatric neuropsychologist.  

 

Resources:  

● Children and Adults with Attention-Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (CHADD), www.chadd.org 

● ADHD online, www.adhdonline.com/ 

● Additude Magazine, www.additudemag.com/ 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

Volunteers are needed to help run Field Day 2022. Planning will begin late March/early April. If you 
are interested in helping with this event, please reach out to Rob Mammone at 
rrmammone@gmail.com. 

 

http://www.chadd.org/
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JOIN THE NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE! 

Have ideas for content? Interested in being a contributor?  New members are 

welcome! We are particularly in need of parents with skills in formatting and 

graphic design. Contact Megan Haggarty at: megans80@hotmail for information.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please include the following in 
your prayers:  
 
We pray for everyone in the St. 
Margaret's community, especially 
for those battling illness at this 
time. May God grant them 
strength and peace on their path 
back to good health. We pray for 
all the personal intentions we hold 
in our hearts. 
 
If you have special prayer 
intentions, please email Carie 
Ferreira McGrane 
at carieferreira@sbcglobal.net to 
be included in the next newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If you have an item you're 
looking to part with, or if 
you're in need of something 
specific, please let us know 
and we'll include your "ad" 
here! 
 
Please contact Carie Ferreira 
McGrane at: 
carieferreira@sbcglobal.net if 
you have something to 
include here in the next 
newsletter. 
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